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CLASSLA-express 2.0: Corpora vs. Large Language Models

Workshop on the Use of Corpora and Large Language Models in the Analysis of
Language Constructions

Date and room: June 11, 9:00-13:00, Room A-102

Format: introductory talks and hands-on exercises

Number of participants: 30

Workshop convenors: Slobodan Beliga, Ivana Filipovi¢ Petrovi¢, Jelena Parizoska

Details: The workshop will be given in Croatian language. Participation is free of charge.
Please bring a laptop.

Registration: Interested participants are kindly asked to register by June 3 via the form
provided in the link.

In recent years, the number of user-friendly interactive tools drawing on large language
models has grown rapidly. At the same time, linguistic research is increasingly examining
the effectiveness of these tools in language-related tasks and their sensitivity to different
types of prompts (De Schryver 2023; Rundell 2023; Jakubi¢ek & Rundell 2023; Fuertes-
Olivera 2024; Lew 2024; Davies 2025). Findings suggest that these technologies perform
well in identifying and explaining the meanings of words and multi-word expressions, as
well as in generating collocations. However, more demanding tasks, such as producing
convincing examples and interpreting figurative language, remain a challenge, particularly
in languages with limited resources (Filipovi¢ Petrovi¢ & Beliga 2024; Gantar 2024). In
addition, concerns persist about the opaque nature of these systems, the unpredictability of
their outputs, and their constantly evolving nature. In contrast, corpora continue to serve as
a reliable and transparent source of linguistic data, allowing for the direct observation of
authentic language use.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSecDeARh4tkqM52e9nzFrkRGDq034y_6sEQfbnGQLc_Sa3Dag/viewform?usp=preview

A key challenge for the development of digital linguistic infrastructure remains the
underrepresentation of low-resource languages. As might be expected, large language
technologies tend to be less effective for these languages, and corpus resources are often
less developed. A major advance for South Slavic languages was the release of the
CLASSLA web corpora in 2024 (LjubeSi¢ & Kuzman 2024), supported by a series of
workshops organised by CLARIN Slovenia across five South Slavic countries, aimed at
training researchers in advanced corpus querying and analysis (Ljubesi¢ et al. 2024).

This workshop builds on that initiative by adding a new dimension: bridging the benefits
of corpora with the capabilities of tools powered by large language models. The focus will
be on phraseme constructions, which combine fixed expressions with variable components
and frequently carry figurative meaning. Participants will compare results retrieved from
the CLASSLA corpora (using the NoSketch Engine concordancer) with those generated
through interfaces that operate using large language models (such as ChatGPT, DeepSeek,
Gemini, LeChat, among others). The workshop pursues two main objectives: to evaluate
the effectiveness of language technologies in handling low- and medium-resource
languages, and to explore their potential in processing complex multi-word expressions
and semantic ambiguity. Ultimately, the goal is to contribute to a methodologically sound
approach for integrating these two core tools, corpora and large language models, into
contemporary linguistic research.

Part I: Opening and Introductory Talks

09:00-09:10 Welcome

09:10-09:25 Nikola Ljubesi¢: Web Corpora and Their Enrichment with Language
Models

09:25-09:40 Slobodan Beliga: Large Language Models and Generative Al

09:40-09:55 Ivana Filipovi¢ Petrovié: Applications of Al Tools in Phraseological
Research

Part I1: Practical Session

09:55-10:40 Extraction of Language Data: Automatic Generation of Phrase
Construction Lists Based on a Given Criterion

10:40-11:10 Coffee Break

11:10-12:00 Functional and Contextual Analysis of the Extracted Constructions
12:00-12:45 Processing and Classification of Language Data
12:45-13:00 Discussion
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